CHAPTER I
London East India Company received its Charter from
Queen Elizabeth on the last day of the year 1600. Its early
efforts were directed towards the Spice Islands of the Malaya
Archipelago where the Dutch had already established a strong
foothold. But the mainland of India was not neglected,
and as early as 1608 Captain Hawkins landed at Surat on the
Western Coast and visited the Court of Jehangir at Agra.
By 1612 an English factory was established at Surat. Con-
nections were established through this factory with Agra and
a few other inland centres of trade whence goods were
brought by merchants moving in Kafilas. It was intended
to establish factories among other places, in Sindh, and Sir
Thomas Roe was sent to the Court of Jehangir in 1615 to
secure concessions from the Mughal Emperor. The Portuguese
were already doing some trade with Tatta in Sindh and
Prince Khurram (later Shah Jahan), under their influence,
was not in favour of allowing any extension of the English
trade in that province. Roe, therefore, had to content himself
with whatever concessions he could obtain in Gujrat.1 The
idea of opening a trade with Sindh was thus given up for the
time being, the Portuguese being left without any European
rivals in that part of the country.
In the late twenties of the 17th century a severe famine
broke out in Gujrat and provided the English Council at
Surat with a serious problem. Although northern India had
not been affected, and supplies of goods might be procured
from Agra, it was necessary to look for fresh sources of
supply, and these were found in the region of Sindh where
indigo and coarse calicoes were manufactured in large quanti-
ties and at reasonable prices.2
1 Sir Thomas Roe was forced to admit that Prince Khurram was all
powerful in the Court at that time and he thought it necessary to con-
ciliate him. Foster, England's Quest of Eastern Trade, p. 285,
* Foster, op. ciL, p. 316.